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Government of India has failed to recognize to its full extent the
ever increasing responsibility that was incurred by the creation
of the Indian Empire- Education, agriculture, hygiene, assist-
ance, hospitalization, labour and all the many measures by which
public welfare can be benefited, have not received in the past the
attention or the assistance which were their due. The Govern-
ment of India appears to be aware to-day that this is so and
realizes that however much has been accomplished—and it is no
little—there are arrears of responsibility which are very pressing.
Education is a crying need ; a wise education that will lift a few
more of the masses from the deplorable state in which the
multitude lives ; that will assist, together with material help, the
agriculturist—the mainstay of India—to improve the in-
sufficiently productive methods that he employs, and that will
demonstrate to the people the truth of the fact—of which at
present they are certainly not convinced—that the Government
is actuated by sympathy with the people and is solicitous to
ameliorate their condition.
There is still a class of Englishman, both in England and
India, happily very small, who find solace in the strained relations
that exist between the Hindu and the Mohammedan and who
argue that as long as this dissension exists British rule is secure.
Can they not realize that no Government can rely on internal
dissension to facilitate its administration without being doomed
to disillusion ? As long as there is dissension the position of
any Government must be delicate. The very fact that dissension
exists and takes the form of disorder is a cause of grave anxiety.
No power that is charged with the administration of Eastern
peoples can meet with success unless its policy is based upon
sympathy—not a sympathy that is concealed behind stone
walls, but one that emerges into the open ; that is seen and
appreciated. That such sympathy does not at present sufficiently
exist in India must be clear to every observer. That it is possible
to create can scarcely be doubted. To be effective it must be
sincere ; to be successful it must be mutual.
It is less a question of policy than an appeal to common sense
and good feeling. My visits to India at different periods of my
life have left me with the impression that the situation is artificial
and could be remedied, but the remedy depends often less upon
the actual administrators in whatever official capacity they may
act, than upon the conduct of the generality of Englishmen resid-
ing in the country. A better understanding requires an effort

